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the House of Representatives, which is directly
elected by the people, to fall under the dominion of
faction, but the failure of their mechanism for the
choice of a President was a serious disappointment.
I need hardly say that the body intended to be a true
Electoral College has come to consist of mei j deputies
of the two great contending parties, and that a Presi-
dential Elector has no more active part in choosing a
President than has a balloting paper. The miscar-
riage has told upon the qualities of American Presi-
dents. An Electoral College may commit a blunder,
but a candidate for the Presidency, nominated for
election by the whole people, will, as a rule, be a man
selected because he is not open to obvious criticism,
and will therefore in all probability be a mediocrity.
But, although the President of the United States has
not been all which Washington and Hamilton, Madi-
son and Jay, intended him to be, nothing has
occurred in America to be compared with the. distor-
tion which the Presidency has suffered at the hands
of its copyists on the European Continent. It is pro-
bable that no foreigner but an Englishman can fuiiy
understand the Constitution of the United States,
though even an Englishman is apt to assume it to
have been much more of a new political departure
than it really was, and to forget to compare it with
the English institutions of a century since. But,
while it has made the deepest possible impression on